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BUSSELTON HOSPITAL REDEVELOPMENT 

251. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the delayed Busselton Hospital redevelopment.  

(1) Can the minister assure the house that the $77.4 million estimated cost of the project will be sufficient 
to complete the redevelopment of the hospital; or does he support the member for Vasse’s comments 
made at a budget breakfast on 21 May, that the total cost of the hospital redevelopment may well be in 
excess of $100 million?  

(2) Will the government commit to providing the extra $23 million required to meet its election 
commitment to the residents of Busselton, rather than privatising services, as it is in Albany; and if not, 
why not?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)–(2) I was very proud of the member for Vasse when, as Treasurer, he took the cut on the chin for his own 

electorate. We were all asked to deal with the international financial crisis in different ways and, to his 
credit, the member for Vasse accepted that we had to push the Busselton hospital back a few years to 
meet the funding difficulties that this state has. The government has pushed ahead with the issue of 
planning for that hospital and it is currently in that process. The government does not yet have the final 
details of exactly what it will do there and how much it will cost.  

Mr R.H. Cook: Do you make it up as you go along?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: No; the government has allocated $77 million to that hospital based on the previous plan.  

Mr R.H. Cook: Will it be enough?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I do not know whether it will be enough, but it is being designed based on that budget. If it 
turns out that additional funds are required, the government will deal with that at that time.  
 


